Order of Operations ~ Mnemonic

You can remember the correct order of operations by using the mnemonic Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally. The first letter of each word in the phrase represents an operation, as shown below.

1: Parentheses


Please

2: Exponents


Excuse

3: Multiplication

My

    Division


Dear

4: Addition


Aunt

    Subtraction


Sally

Make up your own mnemonic for remembering the order of operations. It can be funny, serious, creative, or personal.  Just make sure it’s something that YOU will remember.

P

E

M

D

A

S

Write a story using your mnemonic explaining it to your parents/guardian or one of the house teachers.  Have them answer the following questions on the back using your help.

Simplify each expression. Please show all your work…

	1:

2[8 – (4 + 1)]


	2:

-5(3 + 72 – 44)

	3:
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	4:

42[4(33 – 1 ( 2)]


How would you rate your child in the process of Order of Operations with the following questions… With the scale of 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest.

1  2  3  4  5
Did the story help you with solving the problems…

1  2  3  4  5
Did your child help you solve the problems…

1  2  3  4  5
Do you feel that your child understands the order of operations…
1  2  3  4  5 
Did you remember the order of operations before your child told you their story…
Comments:
Thank you for helping your child with this activity.  I truly believe that if they can explain it then they understand the process. If you have any questions please feel free to email me at rhaacker@district100.com.
Notice the order used in the example below.


62 ÷ (7 - 4) + 8 ( 2


62 ÷ (3) + 8 ( 2		Parentheses


36 ÷ (3) + 8 ( 2	Exponents


12 + 16		(/÷ from left to right


28			+/- from left to right
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