Algebra Balance

I Have….Who Has

Goal:

Work cooperatively, using technology, to practice



solving 2-step equations and combining like terms.

Learning Styles Addressed:
Social, logical, aural, verbal

Materials Required:
example sheet, 1 per group





1 set of I Have…Who Has cards (cut)





computer with internet access (1 per group)





paper and pencil

Student grouping:
Students should be grouped at a computer,





not to exceed 12 groups (unless modified).

1. Assign students to group and computer.  Sign in if required.

2. Distribute example sheet.

3. Have students open appellate and follow directions on example as a large group.  You may want to discuss the

reason for including ‘0x’ as noted in step 2.

4. Explain the following rules for I have…Who has:

a. each group will receive 1 card

b. teacher chooses any team to start.  This team should read only the “who has” statement at the 

bottom of the card.

c. one member of each team should write the equation

given, on paper.

d. students then enter the equation into the appellate

in the same manner that they completed the example given

e. when they have completed the work, and therefore 

solved for x, they should look at the “I have…”

statement at the top of the card to see if it matches

f. if it matches one member of the group stands and

reads everything on their card, hence starting the 

process all over again. 

g. play continues until all cards are used and play returns to the first group

5. Distribute cards and begin.

6. Optional:
after completing game, students should solve the problems by hand, showing all steps and a check.

7. Option:

one team member can solve the problem by hand, while other solves on the appellate, then the answers

can be compared, prior to checking card.  Jobs should rotate.

Class conclusion:
Exit Slip – Explain why the appellate uses a scale to depict the equation. (teacher note – students should be able to show an understanding of the importance of balance when solving these equations)

